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A Manhattan Brief

By faith he (Moses) forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured, as seeing him
who is invisible.

--Hebrews 11:27

hristian leaders gathered in Washington, D.C. last week, to introduce the Manhattan
Declaration,anine-page document wurging Christians t
nonnegotiable” values of |life, traditional
Chuck Colson, Prof. Robert George of Princeton University and others, the document

aut horities that “We wil!/

But under no circumstances wil |l we |

Following is a condensed version of the 4,767-word declaration:

Preamble

“Chri sti ans ar-geartradition sf procfaimiag Gbd'sOndr6, seeking justice
in our societies, resisting tyranny, and reaching out with compassion to the poor,
oppressed and suffering.

While fully acknowledging the imperfections and shortcomings of Christian institutions
and communities in al/l ages, we claim the
by rescuing discarded babies from trash heaps in Roman cities and publicly denouncing

the Empire's sanctioning of infanticide. We remember with reverence those believers

who sacrificed their lives by remaining in Roman cities to tend the sick and dying during

the plagues, and who died bravely in the coliseums rather than deny their Lord.

her

After the barbarian tribes overran Europe, Christian monasteries preserved not only the

Bible but also the literature and art of Western culture. It was Christians who combated

the evil of slavery: Papal edicts in the 16th and 17th centuries decried the practice of

slavery and first excommunicated anyone invol
in England, led by John Wesley and William Wilberforce, put an end to the slave trade

in that country. Christians under Wilberforce's leadership also formed hundreds of

societies for helping the poor, the imprisoned, and child laborers chained to machines.

In Europe, Christians challenged the divine claims of kings and successfully fought to
establish the rule of law and balance of governmental powers, which made modern
democracy possible. And in America, Christian women stood at the vanguard of the
suffrage movement. The great civil rights crusades of the 1950s and 60s were led by
Christians claiming the Scriptures and asserting the glory of the image of God in every
human being regardless of race, religion, age
“Li ke those who have gone before us iIin the fa
the Gospel of costly grace, to protect the intrinsic dignity of the human person and to

stand for the common good. In being true to its own calling, the call to discipleship, the

church through service to others can make a p
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Declaration

“.We act together in obedience to the one true

laid total claim on our lives and by that claim calls us with believers in all ages and all nations to
seek and defend the good of all who bear his

Go

ma g

“.While the whole scope of Christian mor al concer

vulnerable, claims our attention, we are especially troubled that in our nation today the lives of the
unborn, the disabled, and the elderly are severely threatened; that the institution of marriage, al-
ready buffeted by promiscuity, infidelity and divorce, is in jeopardy of being redefined to accommo-
date fashionable ideologies; that freedom of religion and the rights of conscience are gravely jeop-
ardized by those who would use the instruments of coercion to compel persons of faith to compro-
mise their deepest convictions.

Because the sanctity of human life, the dignity of marriage as a union of husband and wife, and the
freedom of conscience and religion are foundational principles of justice and the common good, we
are compelled by our Christian faith to speak and act in their defense. In this declaration we affirm:
1) the profound, inherent, and equal dignity of every human being as a creature fashioned in the
very image of God, possessing inherent rights of equal dignity and life; 2) marriage as a conjugal
union of man and woman, ordained by God from the creation, and historically understood by
believers and non-believers alike, to be the most basic institution in society and; 3) religious liberty,
which is grounded in the character of God, the example of Christ, and the inherent freedom and
dignity of human beings created in the divine image.

We are Christians who have joined together across historic lines of ecclesial differences to affirm
our right - and, more importantly, to embrace our obligation - to speak and act in defense of these
truths. We pledge to each other, and to our fellow believers, that no power on earth, be it cultural
or political, will intimidate us into silence or acquiescence. It is our duty to proclaim the Gospel of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ in its fullness, both in season and out of season. May God help
us not to fail in that duty.

Going back to the earliest days of the church, Christians have refused to compromise their
proclamation of the gospel. In Acts 4, Peter and John were ordered to stop preaching. Their

answer .."Judge for yourselves whether it is right

For we cannot help speaking about what we have seen and heard." Through the centuries,

Christianity has taught that <civil disobedience i

“Because we honor justice and the common good,

to compel our institutions to participate in abortions, embryo-destructive research, assisted suicide
and euthanasia, or any other anti-life act; nor will we bend to any rule purporting to force us to bless
immoral sexual partnerships, treat them as marriages or the equivalent, or refrain from proclaiming
the truth, as we know it, about morality and immorality and marriage and the family. We will fully
and ungrudgingly render to Caesar what is Caesar's. But under no circumstances will we render
to Caesar whiat is God's."’”

Lord, help us to be mindful of those

“Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness obtained promises, stopped the
mouths of lions, Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness

we

were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned

trial of cruel mockings and scourgings...and imprisonment: They were stoned, they were sawn
asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goat-
skins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; Of whom the world was not worthy. (Heb 11:33-34, 36-38)

Rick Forcier

1. For complete unedited text and/or to sign The Manhattan Declaratiqrgo to: www.manhattandeclaration.org



