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What goes around comes around 
 
 

“We refuse the false choice between spiritual and temporal means, since both are used to advance 
Christ’s Kingdom.”       --Rev. Jim Garlow, Skyline Wesleyan Church 
 

W 
e will miss the entertaining and inspiring stories that broadcasting legend  
Paul Harvey brought into America‟s homes each day for more than 50 years.  
His tag line “And now you know the rest of the story,” will be remembered as 
long as there is radio.  Mr. Harvey was summoned from his earthly journey  

on February 28, 2009. 
 
Harvey comes to mind because of a story we shared a few years ago concerning the  
Skyline Wesleyan Church in Rancho San Diego, California.  In light of recent developments, 
that story, we think, most certainly begs a Paul Harvey-type postscript.   
 
We told you that Skyline‟s search for property for a new campus began in 1981.  Seven 
years later, the church purchased a 130-acre mountain on a major freeway.  Unfortunately, 
development rights for the top of the mountain were subsequently denied when nearby  
residents complained the church would block their view.  After several years, a campus  
redesign for the side of the mountain, and a new pastor, the church had spent $7 million 
and “not one stone had been turned.”  As originally reported in Religion Today:  
 

“An endangered bird known as the California Black Tailed Gnat Catcher was the next 
obstacle.  The church was allowed to build on only 25 acres, because the remaining  
105 were reserved permanently for a pair of Gnat Catchers…The church also was  
informed that heavy construction could not take place on the mountain during the Gnat 
Catcher breeding season, which lasts six months, [from February to August].   
 
A small bush called the coastal sage also presented a problem.  Developers were  
forbidden from building wherever the bush grows, or may someday grow, [said Pastor 
Jim Garlow].  Then the church was required to pay $120,000 for a two-acre architectural 
dig that uncovered a pottery shard and a rock believed to be blackened by a cooking fire 
started by Indians.  The church paid $10,000 to cover the area with a special mat and a 
soil cap, losing 17 parking spaces. 
 
Biologists discovered another endangered bird, the Bell's Least Vireo, on seven acres 
the church had hoped to sell.  County officials voted to make the seven acres „open 
space,‟ meaning the church never will be able to sell or develop it. 
 

Governmental officials citing „light pollution‟ required the parking lot lights to be lowered from 
the normal 20 feet to 3 feet…Officials eventually relented, allowing the lights to be 12 feet 
high as long as they were turned off at certain hours.  Other restrictions emerged, including: 
no school allowed, no senior adult housing permitted, no public service could begin between 
5 and 7 p.m. on a weekday.  [In] 1995, the church bought 8 acres adjacent to the property in 
order to add 500 parking spaces to its planned 1,500 spaces.  But the $250,000 property 
was designated as providing „environmental connectivity‟ and could not be developed.”  



“Finally a permit to build was issued in 1996.  The church paid $38,000 for a study of how to 
level out the mountain, but when bulldozers began digging in 1998 they encountered a vein of 
blue granite, six times harder than concrete.  It required blasting with dynamite on 10 different 
occasions, and the earth-moving contractor, who had been paid $1.1 million, demanded an  
additional $1 million.   
 
Problems got worse.  When the Gnat Catcher mating season ended, trucks with heavy earth-
moving equipment arrived at the east end of the property.  But government officials refused to 
allow them to unload because of an underground water line.  The trucks moved to the west  
end of the property, but California Department of Transportation officials would not let the  
earth-movers be unloaded there, either.   
 
[Next] …The local water district required the church to bring a second water line across the 
property, and to burrow under the freeway to make the lines available to the next user.   
Workers encountered more blue granite there…jack hammers increased costs by $192,000. 
 
Then the California Department of Transportation (DOT) determined that the freeway in front  
of the property needed to be widened by two lanes, and that the church had to pay $1 million  
of the cost.  At the same time, the earthquake law was changed requiring $856,000 more steel 
and concrete in the four-story building.  The local fire chief needed a new truck, and informed 
the church that he would not sign permits unless… [Add another $60,000].   
 
In the week before the grand opening, 16 fiber optic lines were discovered while grading to  
construct the required freeway lanes.  Pacific Bell Phone Company officials demanded 
$750,000 to move the phone lines, Garlow said.  [Also]…Two underground storm drain pipes 
did not meet perfectly—they were at the wrong elevation and different sizes—but officials 
agreed to let the church fix that situation later.  One day before the opening, fire officials  
finally allowed furniture to be brought in.   
 
But delivery trucks could not be used because of wet concrete and asphalt, so 400 volunteers 
from the church carried thousands of pounds of furniture and equipment to get ready for Satur-
day night.  The paving company began to spread asphalt for the turn-in lane to the church 24 
hours before the first service.  The Department of Transportation informed the church that 15 
under-pavement sensors would have to be installed, programmed, and tested within 24 hours 
or officials would barricade the property.  All of that was accomplished…less than six hours be-
fore the first service…” [Plus 19 years and nearly $26 million].   

 
In the course of time, a powerful California consortium of media and entertainment, the governor, 
state assembly and state Supreme Court, trial lawyers, bar associations, and public employee un-
ions, tried to backdoor homosexual “marriage” through California courts.  But in 2008, a Davidic-
size coalition of conservative Catholics, Mormons, and Evangelical Protestants decided they 
couldn‟t give their assent through silence or inaction.  So a person who provides daily commentary 
to 629 radio stations felt constrained to convene a conference call with more than 1,000 pastors.  
And a movement was born—called California Proposition 8. 
 
This individual warned that “Being approved by persons is not to be valued over the conformity to 
God’s will, ways and Word.”  Keynoting a prayer rally at Qualcomm Stadium on November 1, 2008 
following a 40-day fast, he said, “We‟re not in a war.  We‟re in the war.  You were born for such a 
time as this.”  This person, of course, is Jim Garlow, senior pastor of Skyline Wesleyan Church!   
 
And…….now you know…..the rest of the story! 
 

Rick Forcier 
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